
MINISTERS ON THE SCHOOL QUESTION.
Gravity of the Situation Concerning the Thousands

of Excluded Children Recognized as

Almost a Crime.

Prompt, Too, in Suggesting Measures of Relief, and in
Depicting the Many Moral Perils That Are

Menacing on Every Hand.

One Clergyman Suggests That the Armories Might Be Used as School Rooms, Another
Declares That Good Government Is Endangered by the

Existing Condition of Affairs.

GLERGYMEN of this city are

thoroughly aroused to the im¬
portance of the school ques¬
tion and the sad fact that near¬

ly fifty-five thousand children have no

place in which to study. And the cler¬
gymen are not only prompt in censur¬

ing city officials to whom they attach
the blame for the existing conditions,
but they also suggest certain remedies
of relief. That so many little ones

should be deprived of means of obtain¬
ing an education, it is urged by one, is
"little short of a crime." "Use the ar¬

mories," recommends another. The
gravity of the situation is clearl> de¬

picted, the need of immediate action
emphasized.

IT IS A GRAVE MORAL INJURY

The Rev. S. Parkes Cadman on the Exclu¬
sion of Chi dren from the

Schools.

"It is lamentable," said the Rev. S.
Parkes Cadman, of the Central Metropoli¬
tan Temple, "that in a great city which
aspires to be the eye of the Western world
our schools should be so continually in¬
sufficient In their provisions for the chil¬
dren requiring them. And now, to add
to the grievance, thousands of children
are prevented attendance at school because
some of the buildings we do possess are

unprepared to receive them.
"I regard this as a grave injury morally

to the children thus thrown into forbidden
pursuits, and also to the present and future
welfare of society. The educational loss
is heavy, but it is the least part otf such
a mischief. As we have known, men who
on strike, and tasting the sweets of
idleness, never wish to work again, it may
be predicted that many of these children
will acquire habits during this Fall be¬
cause of enforced non-attendance which
can only be eradicated painfully, if at all.
"Why cannot Mr. Jasper and his asso¬

ciates provide temporary nlaces for these
children? Surely, halls are abundant, and
the boys and girls should be gathered and
Instructed, if only to avoid demoralization "

WHY NOT USE THE ARMORIES?

Discussion of the School Question
by the Central Labor

Union.

The question of how the army of chil¬
dren who have been crowded out of the
public sohools are to be educated started a
hot discussion at the meeting of the Cen¬
tral Labor Union yesterday. The subject
was brought up by Henry Meisel, of the
Bartenders' Union.
"There are many armories which are

vacant," he said, "and why could not un¬

used warehouses be utilized temporarily
for school purposes? I move that the sec¬

retary communicate with the. Board of
Education on the subject. There are plenty
of teachers. It is the buildings which are

lacking/'
"Thousands of dollars," said Delegate

Wolders, of Clgarmakers' Union No. 144,
"have been expended In entertaining the
Viceroy of a nation the Inhabitants of
which this country has passed laws to ex¬

clude. Yet here are thousands of children,
who are born citizens, who have been de¬
prived of education because there is no ap¬
propriation to build schools. Of what use

are the armories, except for an odd e^ enlng
for drilling purposes? Let them be utilized
as schools."
Delegate McDermott, of the Plasterers

Union, made a hot speech, in which he said
that the daughters of wealthy parents
were more likely to get Into the Normal
College than the daughters of mechanics.
"We should Insist upon having more

school accommodations," said Delegate
Armstrong, of Electrical Workers' Union
No. 3.

. ,,It was decided that the secretary should
write to the Board of Education and ask
that steps be taken to use the armories
temporarily for school purposes.

CITY'S COVENANT IS SACRED.

Free Education Is Guaranteed, Says
the Rev. Dr. David G.

Wylie.
"What is this we hoar about the public

school* "of New York? The schools are

overcrowded! That is a sad and deplorable
fact for which somebody is responsible.
But'this Is not all; nor the worst. Many
parents can find no place at all for their
children In our schools. That Is too bad.
That Is a shame upon our civilization! AVe
all know that there Is not roonj for the
pupils. Only yesterday a lady of good fam¬
ily informed me that she could not enter
hi>r little girl In one of the schools or) the
West Side. There are hundreds, and pos¬
sibly thousands, in the same sad position.
The Rev. Dr. David G. Wylie, of the
Scotch Presbyterian Church, said that yes-

.'.ifnt Is not our city rich? Is it not popu¬lous? Is it not progressive? It is both
populous and rich; but not progressive in

Thz Rev. Dt. David G. Wylie.
"The policy of the State is to guaran-
ee free education to every child within
Its borders. It taxes ail citizens for
school purposes. The city of New York
6houid beep its covenant with the citi¬
zens and educate the children."
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GOOD GOVERNMENT MENACE

of" Terrible Weapon in the Hands
Crime," Says the Rev.

Dr. MacArthur.

"Few things are nearer my heart than
the education of the young. There is
nothing that should more actively enlist
the energies of the authorities. That so

many thousands of children are debarred
from school is in Itself sufficient proof
hat there has been serious disregard of
the interests of the public. There is no
oossible excuse for it. It is idle to say
that there has been lack .of money for
there ls nothing for which taxpayers so

willingly pay money as for the education

>f the young In the practical and prl-
nary branches.
"I do not know on whom the responsibil-

tv should rest but whoever they are it
should rest upon them heavily. I have
.vatched with great gratification the course
:hat the Journal has pursued and the
pieror with which it has taken up the sub¬
ject. and I hope that its efforts will be
oroductive of much good In awakening the
»ublic and the authorities to a true sense
of the vital importance of this matter.
"The present condition of affairs is a

menace that strikes at the foundation of
?ood government. It puts a terrible weapon
in the hands of crime. When, at length,
schools shall be provided, many will have

:ft S. MacArthuf.
mly insist that not a single further
nedying the evil that should never

Dassed the age at which their parents
would be willing to let them attend, and
many will have acquired only a contempt
and distaste for the school's restrictive and
educative influences.
"It Is impossible to lay too great stress

on the importance of this problem that
so unexpectedly faces us, and upon the
flagrant disregard of the rights of our
citizens in allowing it to come to such a
noint. All that can be done now is to
firmly Insist that not a single further un¬
necessary hour shall be lost In remedying
the evil, that should never have been al¬
lowed to exist."

The Rev. S. 1
"I regard this as a grave injury

Into forbidden pursuits and also to
ciety,"

LITTLE SHORT OF A CRIME.

That Is Rabbi Silverman's Opinion of the
Inadequate School Accommo¬

dations.

"I know of no condition now existing In
our city more to bfe deplored than the pres¬
ent shameful lack of facilities for the
proper conduct of the public schols," said
Rabbi Joseph Silverman. "That thousands
of the children of New York City should bo
prevented from pursuing their studies by
reason of inadequate school accommoda¬
tions is, in my judgment, little short of a

crime.
"No function of the municipal govern¬

ment is of such importance as that of the
education of its children. The fact that the
bonds of the city cannot at this juncture
be disposed of is not a sufficient excuse.
If need be, other expenditures of the city
should be curtailed in order that the schools
may In no wise be hampered. Indeed, this
seems to me the proper time to devise some
method by which a resei-ve fund could be
created, by resorting to which at some
future day the possibility of the recur¬
rence of the condition now prevailing may
be prevented.
"Here is an interesting instance in which

the lack of school accommodations was

vividly brought to my attention. I am a
director of the Hebrew Free School Asso¬
ciation, of which Albert P. Hochstadter is
the president. This association conducts
free schools in the Tenth Ward for the pur¬
pose of teaching Hebrew, the Bible, re¬
ligious and moral precepts, light and indus¬
trial pursuits, to the Jewish children of the
immigrant population. The average attend¬
ance is about four thousand.
."The Jewish parents of the eastern

crowded districts are very anxious to send
their children (both boys and girls) to these
schools so that the entire seating capacity
of these schools is always pressed into
service. One of the rules strictly Insisted
upon is that no child can attend the He¬
brew free school unless it is a pupil of the
public school. We oppose a child learning
Hebrew before it has learned English.
What is our astonishment to find that hun¬
dreds of applicants who are refused through
the enforcement of this rule have not been
able to obtain admission to the public
schools because of the lack of accommoda¬
tion? The Jewish immigrants yearn to
give their children a thorough secular train¬
ing, but cannot do so because the au¬
thorities will not provide sufficient schools.
"The Hebrew Institute Building, at East

Broadway and Jefferson street, and the
Hebrew Free School Building, at No. 420
East Fifth street, has accommodation for
1,500 pupils at one session. The school
rooms are only used in the afternoon from
4 to 6 by the Hebrew Free School. Why
cannot the city make arrangements to use
them in the mornings and conduct secular
instruction?
"In that crowded district there are many

synagogues and churches that have school
rooms which are used qji Saturday and Sun¬
day mornings. Why cannot the citv use
these school rooms during the week until
better quarters can be provided for public
school Instruction?"

ONLY ONE THOUSAND OUT.
President of the School Committee of

Boston Describes the Situation
There.

Boston. Sept. 20..President. Paul, of the
School Committee, estimates that only one
thousand children are unable to obtain ad¬
mission to the public schools, and he an¬

ticipates they will be cared for soon. The
completion of buildings now in course of
construction and of the repairs on several
of the old school houses will, he said, with
the rooms rented outside, provide for all
applicants.
Construction work on new buildings Is

being pushed. Within three weeks the
Roger Clapp school, In Harvard street,
Roger Clapp school, in Hancock street, and
the Gilbert Stewart school, in Richmond
street, Dorchester, will be finished. The
addition to the Bowdoin school, In the
West End, is practically completed.
A new eight-room primary school ir

Robinson street, Dorchester, and anothei
of ten rooms in South Hewlett street, Ros

Patkes Gadman.
7 morally to the children thus thrown
the present and future welfare of so-

liudale, will soon be available. Plans have
been completed and approved for parts of
other buildings.

STANDARD SHALL BE HIGH.

The Rev. Dr. John R. Davies's Positive
Views of the Great

Question.
The Rev. Dr. John R. Davies. pastor of

the Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church,
said: "I am greatly surprised that a city
of the wealth of New York should prove so

wonderfully lacking in proper school ac¬
commodations. It seems to me that in a

city like this the public school system

THE REV. MADISON C. PETERS.
He says the present school system :s

In charge of commissioners and teach¬
ers who are opposed to the public
schools.

ways of thinking. Words cannot express the
gre'atness of the necessity that the children
of the city receive public education.
"The main reason why there is not

enough school room for our children is be¬
cause too many of the enemies of the pub¬
lic school system are Its commissioners and

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Silverman.
"No function of the municipal Government is of such importance as that

of the education of its children. * * * Other expenditures of the city should
be curtailed in order that the schools should in no wise be hampered."

ought to be the best on this continent,
more especially in a country like ours,
where education is so vital to our future.
"Experience shows conclusively that it Is

far cheaper to construct a series of school
buildings, elaborate if need be, than to al¬
low boys and girls to grow up in ignorance.
Police courts, jails and asylums are much
costlier than school buildings.
"The chief defence of the Republic must

always be found in our public schools.
Our population is increasing rapidly, and
the proper city authorities should take Im¬
mediate steps to remedy the deplorable
condition of affairs existing, and guard
against a repetition.
''The standard of our public schools ought

to be so high that the best people of the
city woulu aesire to send their children into
them for life's preparation. If this could
be brought about and maintained, I believe
that much of the hue and cry about the
classes and their inequality would be elim¬
inated. It is lamentable to think that
there are so many thousands of children In
our city unprovided with proper places for
receiving Instruction. Vast injury will re¬
sult if this condition is not quickly
changed."

SCHOOLS MAKE THE NATION.

They Are the Bulwarks of Our
ties, Says the Rev. Madison

C. Peters

Liber-

"The American public school is the great
asimilating organ of the body politic. Upon
it, more than anything else In this country,
must we depend for Americanizing a vast

foreign element.
"Our public schools not only make our

men, but they make our nation. Statistics
show that our criminals and paupers, the
explosive element of our society, come from
the corners in which the influence of the
public school dooa not exercise its force.
"The acknowledged bulwarks of our liber¬

ties are our public schools. The foui^rs
of this Republic wisely identified popular,
education with our nation's welfare. Con¬
gress as early as J787 ordered that schools
and the increase of education should be for¬
ever encouraged, and Washington in his
first message said: 'Knowledge is the surest
basis of public happiness,' and in his fare¬
well address he said: 'The preservation of
our institutions for the general diffusion of
knowledge is an object of primary impor¬
tance.'
"In no part of the country is there so ur¬

gent a need for public schools as in this
city, where the inhabitants are remote and
alien from our language, institutions and

teachers. Call the roll and you will find
that at heart many of the commissioners
and teachers are friends of a rival system.
With 1,207 millionaires and multi-million¬
aires in New York City, there ought to
be found enough patriotism to furnish
school supplies, if the municipality has not
the patriotism to do it.
"So important is it that the children of

our vast alien population should re¬
ceive our public school education
that, from a missionary point of
view, both foreign and domestic, the best
thing our churches could do would be to
turn their missionary money into school
houses and let charity begin at home."

BOY THIEF'S GOOD PLEA.
Twelve-Year-Old Michael Ambrose Has No

Trouble in Securing the Sympathy
of Magistrate Cornell.

Michael Ambrose, twelve years of age,
who lives with his parents on the top floor
of No. 506 Eleventh avenue, bears the repu¬
tation in police circles of being the
"smoothest" boy of his- age In town. He
was a prisoner in Jefferson Market Police
Court yesterday and was fined $3 on a
charge of disorderly conduct.
Michael has large blue eyes, with an In¬

nocent expression and a rranK manner thai
carries conviction with it. According to the
police, he is the leader of a gang of juve¬
niles who live in and around Hell's Kitch¬
en. If a good boy with a new coat passet
that way and the members of the gang
are about the chances are in favor of tn<
good boy returning home without the new
coat.
The "gang" has been stealing all sorts o

things from the grocery store of Robert C
Morrison at No. 418 West Thlrty-nlnt)
street, and lately succeeded in getting awa;
with a barrel of sugar and a can of kero
sene. Then Mr. Morrison had young Am
brose and,another boy named Willie Ha;
riger arrested. Both were in Jefferson Mar
ket Court yesterday.
Ambrose told Magistrate Cornell how h

sold papers to heln support his wldowei
mother and little sisters and managed t
elicit the sympathy of the Court. Then 1
was that he was let off with a $3 fine, whili
Harriger was held for trial and committe*
to the care of the Gerry Society.

Tvro New Memorial Window*.
The two new double memorial window

in St. Andrews' Church, at One Hundrei
and Twenty-seventh street and Fifth ave
nue, were ready for view by the congretion at the mou'iing service yesterday. The;
are on opposite sides of the church, and ar'
gifts of Mrs. W. H. Arnott and the chlldrei
of Charles Malloy.

VICTIM OF CRAZY RAGE-
Prussian Farmer Boy Sentenced by His Own

Father to Be Beheaded.Saved by
Mother and Brothers.

By Henry W. Flschrr.
Berlin, Sept. 20..One of the most ex¬

traordinary results of drunken frenzy ever

known In the country has just occurred In
East Prussia.
A farmer named Schlott, of Gemirre,

while looking over his domain one morning
last week saw a lot of cattle coming
through a broken gate into his cornfield.
He hunted up his young son, who was In

charge of that particular field, and up¬
braided him for not better attending to

his duties. The boy's answers enraged the
man, and he swore that he would have
his son's life.
He called together half a dozen of his

companions, who, like himself, had been

drinking heavily, and formed a frenzied
sort of court martial. The culprit was

summarily tried and convicted, and Schott
himself sentenced his son to be beheaded.
Preparations for the prompt execution

of the lad were at once begun. They bound
him hand and foot and placed his head
upon the stump of a tree. One of the
wretches secured an axe hnd the "sentence
of the court" was actcaHy about tc E>
ried out, when this terrified boy's mother
and elder brothers, attracted by his
screams, rushed to his rescue.

They wrested the axe from the "execu¬
tioner's' hands, and then ensued a fierce
struggle between the rescuing party and
the drunken creatures who wished to put
the boy to death. It resulted in a victory
for the mother and her sons.
The boy, during the encounter, had grown

suddenly silent, and it was found later that
fear had not only made him dumb, but
deaf as well, and physicians say It is
doubtful is he will ever recover the use of
his faculties.

DIED IN AN AMBULANCE.
Randes Was Being Transferred from St.

Lujce's to the Harlem
Hospital.

Bartender George Randes, thirty-four
years old, of No. 522 East Eighty-third
street, was taken to St. Luke's Hospital
on September 16. Saturday his puzzling
malady developed into violent delirium
tremens. He became so noisy that it was

Impossible to keep him there, as the hos¬
pital is uncompleted and there is no ac¬
commodation for alcoholic patients.
A Harlem Hospital ambulance was sum¬

moned and the patient started in It to
Harlem. He had not been in the ambu¬
lance ten minutes before he died. Deputv
Coroner Schultz will perform an autopsv
to-day.

% fplp-. ^ Once in a while a
man surprises the

'.; \\\ Jf niL. \ watchers by ult-

';jjl \Wj \\ up in his

'III. V y%vLA coffln- and asking
A tU why in the world

they put him in
there. Such things, when they happen,
are published far and wide. They are
considered well nigh miraculous. Is it
any less wonderful when a man is cured c
a disease presumed to be fatal? When phy¬
sicians say to a man that he cannot live, he
considers himself just about as good as
dead. He can almost feel the coffin clos¬
ing upon him. And yet, frequently these
men who are sentenced to death by their
doctors are raised up out of their sickness
to perfect, hearty health.
hR\£lSce£l (5ol.?on Medical Discoverv
lyis lifted thousands of men and womeu
right out of the grave. After doctors had
given them up they had in desperation
turned to this great remedy, and to their
great astonishment have found themselves
getting well.
Scepticism in regard to this wondriul

medicine has cheated many a mar 'Ut of
his health. If people could only be ntde to
believe the truth about the "Dls<«very,'-
half the sickness could be avolt^d and
cured. The "Golden Medical Dlsfpvery"
will cure ninety-nine per cent of al' C*#es
of consumption. This great "Discovery"
will also cure all of the things that ,ead to
consumption.lingering coughs, thrcat a*d
bronchial troubles, general debility, loss «-f
flesh, loss of sleep, loss of appetite' ioss "*
nerve force. Irs effect is immedi?tely
seen. As the patient begins to feel better,
he begins to look better, and the hollows
and wrinkles are filled out with soun(1-
firm, healthy flesh. Druggists sell It.

If you want to know the great secrets i*
health, send 21 one-cent stamp*, to pay the co
of mailing only, and receive free a copy of

.

Pieree's Common Sens.- Medical Adviser
cents in paper covers, 31 cents In cloth
a complete medical library In one
World'» Dispensary Medical Association
N. X,


